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A. Introduction 

College History 
East Los Angeles Junior College was established in June 1945 by the Los Angeles City Board 
of Education. The College opened its doors in September 1945 as a wing of Garfield High 
School, boasting 19 faculty members and 380 students, most of whom were World War II 
veterans. 

The College quickly outgrew the borrowed high school facilities. In 1947, the Board of 
Education was able to purchase 82 acres of agricultural land with funding from a bond issue.  
Two years later, in January 1949, classes began at the College’s present location in wooden 
bungalows moved to the campus from the Santa Ana Army Base. More than nineteen hundred 
students enrolled that year. 

An evening program that began in 1947 was expanded to many locations. By 1954, the popular 
program offered classes at 25 different sites. The Civic Center program alone enrolled 1,927 
students that year. 

A name change was proposed in 1948. Angeles Bella Vista College, Ramona Hills College and 
Hillview College were considered. The following year “Junior” was dropped and the name East 
Los Angeles College (ELAC) was firmly established. 

Permanent buildings were constructed to accommodate growing enrollment. In 1951 the 
stadium and auditorium were built.  More classrooms, an administration building, library, 
planetarium, men’s and women’s gyms, a swim stadium, theater, and art gallery followed.   

The same year, 1951, ELAC began a relationship with noted actor, collector and one of Los 
Angeles’s great champions of the arts, Vincent Price. This relationship has grown into the 
establishment of the Vincent Price Art Museum (VPAM), the largest art museum associated 
with a community college. Currently, the museum houses over 9,000 objects of art, has held 
over 100 art exhibits, and continues to carry out Price’s vision for a “teaching art collection.”    

During the 1960s and 1970s, buildings to house the nursing program, a new library, and the 
automobile technology center were added to the campus. Many of the original bungalows were 
still used as classrooms until 2007, when they were finally demolished to make way for new 
campus structures.  

In 1969 the California State Legislature clearly defined higher education in the state and 
separated the (then) eight community colleges from the Los Angeles Unified School District 
and formed the Los Angeles Community College District. A seven-member Board of Trustees 
was elected to govern the new district. The ELAC service area was defined to include the 
communities of Alhambra, Bell, Bell Gardens, City of Commerce, Cudahy, East Los Angeles, 
Huntington Park, Los Angeles, Maywood, Montebello, Monterey Park, Rosemead, San 
Gabriel, South San Gabriel, South Gate and Vernon. 

In 1972 the City of Monterey Park annexed the College and surrounding neighborhood, 
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B. Presentation of Student Achievement Data and Institution-Set Standards 

Student Achievement Data 

Course Completion Rates by Student Demographics, Fall 2015 to Fall 2020 
Successful Course 
Completion 

Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018  Fall 2019 Fall 2020 
 Number of 
enrollments  

% 
Success 

 Number of 
enrollments  % Success 

 Number of 
enrollments  % Success 

 Number of 
enrollments  % Success 

 Number of 
enrollments  % Success 

 Number of 
enrollments  % Success 

Overall 70,394 65.4% 71,986 66.8% 70,333 66.7% 69,036 65.1% 67,126 65.0% 59,259 66.2% 
Gender 
Female 40,310 67.0% 41,077 68.6% 40,606 68.5% 39,746 66.9% 38,779 67.1% 36,588 67.7% 
Male 30,066 63.2% 30,791 64.5% 29,689 64.3% 29,257 62.7% 28,310 62.1% 22,515 64.0% 
Ethnicity 
American Indian 104 62.5% 105 63.8% 140 61.4% 129 49.6% 93 55.9% 91 56.0% 
Asian 9,818 78.3% 9,651 79.2% 9,325 82.2% 8,564 82.3% 7,688 81.1% 6,411 86.4% 
Black 1,067 60.4% 1,255 62.8% 1,150 66.0% 1,233 64.8% 1,129 61.8% 1,256 65.8% 
Filipino 444 80.0% 457 70.7% 463 71.3% 463 76.2% 375 77.3% 488 78.3% 
Hispanic 56,063 62.9% 57,540 64.5% 52,454 63.9% 53,267 62.1% 53,334 62.3% 46,770 62.8% 
Multiethnic 556 64.0% 540 65.9% 318 72.3% 418 72.2% 510 69.0% 536 79.1% 
Pacific Islander 32 78.1% 49 71.4% 43 51.2% 62 80.6% 65 81.5% 51 60.8% 
White 1,188 73.7% 1,237 74.4% 1,260 76.9% 1,233 73.9% 1,280 73.3% 1,943 78.4% 
Unknown 1,122 68.4% 1,152 71.6% 5,180 64.9% 3,667 64.7% 2,652 67.3% 1,713 64.8% 
Age 
Under 20 19,561 63.7% 21,393 66.5% 25,114 65.3% 25,319 61.4% 24,605 61.7% 18,541 61.8% 
20 - 24 30,458 63.6% 29,382 64.4% 25,564 65.2% 24,526 64.5% 23,847 63.8% 20,731 65.3% 
25 - 34 14,427 68.7% 15,158 69.5% 14,252 69.3% 13,823 69.8% 13,260 69.9% 14,152 69.8% 
35 - 54 5,228 72.0% 5,310 73.4% 4,736 74.4% 4,652 74.5% 4,708 74.0% 5,244 74.7% 
55 and over 702 69.8% 625 69.8% 644 69.9% 696 68.8% 686 68.2% 576 74.8% 

Source: LACCD SIS Database 
Note: Only includes Credit courses 

The current Institution-set Standard for Course Success is 63%. American Indian students were 
persistently below the ISS from Fall 2018 to Fall 2020. Hispanic students were less than 1% 
below the ISS from Fall 2018 to Fall 2020. Students under 20 were also below the ISS from 
Fall 2018 to Fall 2020. Male students were slightly below the ISS in Fall 2018 and 2019. 

Institution-set Standards 

The College established Institution-Set Standards (ISS) for measures related to student success. 
These standards represent an identified minimum level of performance determined by the 
college to be acceptable. In other words, falling below the standard would cause the College to 
initiate a response to address the substandard measure. Currently, these standards only apply 
broadly to the College and not to individual subgroups.  

Institution-set Standards are embedded into each of the College's comprehensive planning 
processes—the Program Review Self-Evaluation (PRSE) and Annual Update Plans (AUP)—
for ongoing evaluation. In addition, the Strategic Planning Committee and Educational 
Planning Subcommittee review the ISS in order to make recommendations for improvements. 
There are eight standards, which are summarized below with data from the past academic 
years. 
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Fall to Spring Retention at ELAC 

This metric tracks students who enrolled in at least one credit course in the fall of the selected year who 
did not transfer or who did not earn an award in the selected year. It then includes the percentage who 
enrolled in at least one credit in a subsequent primary term. ELAC has remained steadily above the ISS 
between 66% and 64%. 
 
Percent of Students Retained from Fall to Spring, 2015-2016 to 2019-2020 

 

2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020
Retained from Fall to Spring 66% 66% 64% 64% 64%
Target 70% 70% 70% 70% 70%
Institution-set Standard 49% 49% 49% 49% 49%

66% 66% 64% 64% 64%
70%

49%

Percent of Students Retained from Fall to Spring

Source: California Community Colleges Student Success Metrics Dashboard





https://www.elac.edu/Academics/Programs/Program-Passrate
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Drafting Technology 69.70  65.22 80.00 57.89 
Electronics and Electric 
Technology 

69.70  81.25 80.00 54.55 

Emergency Medical 
Services 

69.70 89.29 85.45 80.00 86.49 

Fire Academy 69.70 76.92 75.00  100.00 
Fire Technology 69.70 100.00 98.55 96.55 95.00 
Forensics, Evidence, And 
Investigation 

69.70 60.00   83.33 

Gerontology 69.70   83.33 100.00 
Graphic Art and Design 69.70   70.00 71.43 
Health Information Coding 69.70 84.62  83.33 81.82 
Health Information 
Technology 

69.70 86.84 87.88 88.10 90.48 

Health Occupations, 
General 

69.70  85.37 81.82 70.00 

Industrial and 
Transportation Security 

69.70   100.00 100.00 

Infants and Toddlers 69.70 72.09 84.62 96.00 84.62 
Journalism 69.70 76.92   77.78 
Logistics and Materials 
Transportation 

69.70 77.61 69.23 72.00 88.89 

Office Technology/Office 
Computer Applications 

69.70 61.70 67.27 77.50 63.08 

Police Academy 69.70 94.23 96.00 98.02 97.53 
Real Estate 69.70 60.53 61.29 84.38 72.09 
Registered Nursing 69.70 82.83 85.86 89.39 93.44 
Respiratory Care/Therapy 69.70 94.59 90.00 73.08 82.61 
Sign Language 
Interpreting 

69.70 61.54 90.00 77.78 77.78 

Note: *Performance Goal via 2016-2017 PERKINS IV Core 4 Indicator  
Source: PERKINS IV Core Indicators of Performance by Vocational TOP Code - Summary by College for 
East Los Angeles College retrieved at https://misweb.cccco.edu/perkins/Main.aspx 
 
  

https://misweb.cccco.edu/perkins/Main.aspx
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C. Organization of the Self-Evaluation Process 
The Accreditation Steering Committee (ASC), co-chaired by the Accreditation Liaison Officer 
and the Faculty Chair of Accreditation, is the primary body that oversees accreditation matters 
for the College. ASC bylaws were formally approved by the ELAC Shared Governance 
Council on March 25, 2019. Designated membership of the ASC comprises representatives of 
different campus constituencies, including faculty, administrators, classified staff, and students. 
Following the completion and submission of the Midterm Report on March 15, 2020, ASC 
began organizing the self-evaluation process: 
 

• On July 15, 2020, the ASC discussed a preliminary plan of action for completion of the 
Institutional Self-Evaluation Report with a completion goal of August 2022. The 
summer was spent identifying and recruiting campus leaders among faculty, 
administrators, and students to work on specific subsections of the standards. ISER 
team leads were confirmed by the ASC meeting on September 24, 2020. Team leads 
were encouraged to identify others to assist with research and writing efforts. 

• On October 14, 2020, the Vice President of the ACCJC held an ISER training session 
for ASC members and collaborators of the different writing teams. 

• On October 22, 2020, the Faculty Chair introduced the SharePoint site that would be 
used as a repository for all accreditation-related documents, evidence, and drafts. 
Writing team members were granted access to utilize the SharePoint site. ISER teams 
began gathering evidence and working on outlines over the Winter 2021 intersession. 

• On February 2021, the Office of Institutional Effectiveness and Advancement (OIEA) 
disseminated a Spring 2021 accreditation newsletter to the campus community to 
inform them of the current accreditation process and solicit volunteers. 

• ASC met regularly throughout Spring 2021 to monitor ISER progress, identify evidence 
gaps, and provide support to writing teams as needed. ASC conducted its own training 
for writing teams on April 24, 2021. Teams were also reminded to utilize the ACCJC 
Guidelines as a primary reference for writing.  

• In Summer 2021, a new Accreditation Liaison Officer was appointed. ASC meetings 
were used to track ISER progress. The ELAC Shared Governance Council also 
approved a recommendation made by the ASC to revise the committee self-evaluation 
forms to consider issues of diversity, equity, and inclusion.  

• On August 27, 2021, ASC set up an initial round of peer reviews for different standards 
teams to review the progress of other standards and provide any recommendations for 
improvement or additional information. Peer reviews were completed in the following 
month. 

• In October 2021, the District Accreditation Committee revised their timeline to 
incorporate comprehensive review deadlines and visitation dates from the ACCJC. To 
account for District approval processes, the local College timeline was amended with a 
preliminary target of April 2022 for approval through various local campus committees. 

• Both Fall 2021 and Winter 2022 sessions were used to revise narratives and gather 
evidence. At the end of Fall 2021, the ASC identified two areas of student 
learning/achievement for the QFEs: the institutionalization of Guided Pathways and 
expansion of dual-enrollment initiatives. 

• In Spring 2022, another accreditation newsletter was circulated to the campus 
community with the revised timelines and process. Revisions of the ISER continued, 
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including the integration of District portions. 
• On March 29, 2022 and April 12, 2022, the ISER draft was unveiled for public 

feedback at a virtual town hall for the entire campus community as well as a separate 
in-person town hall for students, sponsored by the Associated Student Union. 

• In May 2022, the ISER was publicly noticed and approved at the following committees: 
Academic Senate (May 10), Associated Student Union (May 13), Educational Planning 
Subcommittee (May 17), and the ELAC Shared Governance Council (May 23).  

• In Summer 2022, the ISER was submitted to the District IESS Committee for approval 
and the Board of Trustees approved the ISER on July 6, 2022. 
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D. Organizational Information 
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